On this theme, and as deep as I can dredge memory,

| cannot recall w|111_|| internationally recogni ve dfigure
uttered the words, T will never forget the quote “The only
Pe r S twa r|1i|1ww' one can believe of a ne .‘.'—.]'ld]‘:!r are the date and
the price!!” So true. Let me get off this habby horse and

SIREER '-"rhU inter ';"tl|'| I aVENTE VIS-a-vis \l. IPs I'od |.|.['lE| arcund
robably not even noticed by many shipowners and the aceans.

ship managers, employving crew ot her than their own Remember the breakthrough vonks ago when a Glm supply
nationality, is 4 recent move by one of C.ESharps ma-  Service was introduced? “Walport Films” - an enterprrising company

jor principals which should be londlv applanded. ) that persuaded hard nosed shipowners to contract for a supply af
[ refer to Reederel Claus-Peter Offen’s opening salvo for filims to their ships? Tin L"O\'L'E '-".'l:iEJI:Hg gawd knows what, with

2008 wherein they implemented a private medical plan for  four or five ancent films in hugé reels
all their Filiping seafarers, ;nku_n-;n|'.‘.u'.]arn.'.\y,:'cu-.u:{l'.1.'1I]|

Together with Asian Life Guarantee Insurance, 1 medical  greatanticpation
programme has been introduced for all RCPO's seafarers; and
but, of equal, il il "mr::1m"unr1'||11 15 that the plan nat only
x""-tl‘ﬂl eseatarer but up to five of hisdependents,

ez spouese and maximuam 4 children

The maximum benefit limit s Pesos 130,000
pereach dependent. .-"u.’.Li:tn-r_nI specific ben-
cfits ure dental coverage and  maternity

cover for fllc_ seataress wives. With the vast
wjority of the insured having large fami-

| 5, Lhe 1.1.h‘:-|L package has been extremely
well thought out and maximum COvETrage, \
where it is most neaded. is the end, and very
distrable result,
Although C.FShatp Crew Mai 1agement [11c.
annol claim amy direct involvement in the in-
[Ll'-dun.[lm ot tl m VETY wir thwi
e inddeed honoured o be the o
'.-.||.i'- el

At this

le package, we
ficial represen-
O Ten in the Philippines.

w L wnnld Be extremely salisfying to
he abie to have the foregoing printed in the mass
media who, so freq t>|1.|'- rant and rave ahout “un-
LLlp‘llu and underprivileged foreign crew |.L
taken advantage of by unscrupulous western ship-
owners. The ignorance of these reporters and editors
i« bevond belief - it only they would take the trouble
tir research such actions as our principal, CP Otfen,

u

they may change therr tune: Bul would thev? Medi
cal welfare schemes for foreign crew would not sell
papers whereas scandal mongering - including casti-
gating "lags ol convenience ships” - most ol which pos
sess equal, if not superior, safety and survey periods than
some 5o called *Western Country Vessels” - does increase
siles

Having said that, I was informed, on good authority. that
ane nternationally recognized oil company (no names, no
pack drill) had been discovered ta be Lllw_rnmm'lmu against
Filipinos working on their rigs 'xlm .I‘ ey were paying thirty
percent of the wages which they p< d workers of their own
nationality. \h..["ll;.[ this situation , because of the publicity,
wits rapidly rectified although whether u:mpl:_t; equality

Wi 1nsligs Led s ol kaown.




exchanged throughout the world ¥ Com
mendable as that was in those days my
stall presented me with a current list
of on board available entertainment in-
troduced by some of our Principals

New DIV releases of movies - Kara
vike '-.:1‘13'11 Sing Plaver - magacine sub-
seriplion for Ra'-l_mr.lnll T Llpd‘!rlll ¢in
current local showbiz news and gossip)

Playstation games to name but a tew.

And here CESCMI takes an active
role as our representatives are already
i an advanced state of discussions with
a local Manila "IV Network to arrange

live stmuleast of Filipine TV pro-
gramnies on board vessels on which we
havves sealarers

I soume cases, Cargo 1-'{,":3-5':3]-5 SWVEN
have a small gym, created and, ;‘.l:]lm:gh
encouraging the opposite to gyvmnas-
tic exercise,(sitting in front of a small
screen! ), compulers willy mternet ac-
cess are available to all ranks, A far ery
when a visit to "sparkies shack” one day
a week for a briet phone call home was
the only contact available between ports,
All very impressive and makes one real-
iee what 2 hard life ancient mariners such
as mysell experienced {lu:'mg, our time
at sea.  {(Wartch that swinging ol flamp
there!!)

Before my entey visa 10 Singapore,
becanse of my concentrating on events
Filipino, is revoked by my hardwork-
ing staft in that Republic, the final two
months of 2007 saw our Agency there
handling more vessels than in any
comparable months in previous years.
When one considers the small number
of boarding representatives .compared
ter other Ll‘HL:“L‘.i.ﬂ.r‘. Loy handle ||u;1|'|:-
[y vessels per month, is a remarkable
achievement, It should be mentioned
that to cope with this volume “all hands

Thought
for the

and the cook” were called upon 1o leave
theic olTice and venture forth to these
ships alongside, at anchor, or off port
litrrits. Well done all of you,

It is extremely rewarding, and | thank
resderswhomay havebeen responsible, to
receive unsolicited accolades and thanks
trom departed vessels Fquote "Well done

vont gol the ship oul on tme, Tts gm’:r:]
o see her on the way South, [ know its
been a crazy and hard two weelks for vou
too - thank you so much - you've been of
great help. “Thanks to.all of you for your
kind assistance during our vessels stay in
Singapore’ Such messages are invaluable
and treasured. Thank yow all.

Reverting to CFSCMIs supply of Rat-
ings and Ofhcers, a very serious situation
15 developing with a exponentixl short-
age of nfhicers becoming very apparent,
Wi have been aware of this possibility
for some time but a recent study com
missioned by the International Shipping
Federation and BIMCCO has produced
some alarming figures,

The Philippines supplies about 28 per
cent of both ratings and ofhcers (o the
warlds fleet, "This is by Far the largest per-
centage of any other Nation. The Philip-
pines own administration — the POEA
hias publicly stated that about 15000
more Filipino sealarers will be required
this \LEI.J If)"u" LAY L'l"-'i.'r‘&fdﬁ ql'.l!]."‘ TWWITETS
to fill the vacuum in their fleets.

It is anticipated that between now and
2012 pver 7000 new buildings will be
seers. Multlply this by an average 23 crew
members per vessel (150,000 approx)
will be required. The projected figures
through to 2015 presents an even more
alarming picture:

Projections. praduce even more de-
pressing figures with which Lwill not bore
you but one problem stands out above
all others and thar is the ratio hetween
ratings and offwvers with an alarming
shortage of officers being anticipated

later that same year.

in the years-ahead.

[ suppose when one considers it Lukes
fonly!} aovear to construct a new vessel
bul it needs four to elght vears to pro-
duce a competent seafarer. (Cadet OfF-
ficers and engineers need three 1o fve
years o qualify for the junior ranks and
up to eight vears to reach a senior level),
Here, the future looks bright for the Phil-
ippines because of the Republics numeri-
cal advantage in providing the training is
handled efficienth. International shipping
companies are reportedly relyving on a reg-
ular, mereasing supply of competent crew,
in ashort span of lime

Chinese Astrology has of course been in
the forefront of much conversation recently
with Chinese New Year falling in sarly Feb-
ruary, “The Year of the Bat” is niww upon
us and | largely (oo because the figure “8°
exists this vear, we are being told that The
Rat vear is a vear of plenty, bringing oppor
LLu.|l1_. and good prospects with the world
econamy in general set o boom.

[t oecurs Lo mie that it is pretty obvious
there are no Chinese Astrologers control
ling any financial institution or govern-
mient workd-wide and, in }ﬂTlJLLLla: stock
cxchanges around the globe from whom
we receive dise warnings that there are
at least another two vears 1o be survived
before tinancial stability, growth and eco-
noms boom will be experienced,

Irrespective to all readers born iy enther
1948, 1960 ar 1972, | send best wishes for a
successiuland profitable vear ahead

In closing T will pass enadvice 1 received
from one af my regular cormespondents
* handle every situation ke 3 dog - If you
cantLeat itor bump it then piss on itand walk
awavl” Has a lot o recommend il wou
must admit!

Ancd om thal note [ will take mv leave of
v Jor another three months.

Take care,

Captain Hans . Rosenfeldt

MY EX-WIFE, THE PILOT...

My ex-wife started taking ﬂ}'[nﬁ lessons about the time our divorce
started and she got her license s

ortly before our divorce was final,

Yesterday afternoon [ gota phone call, that she narrowly

escaped injury in the aircraft she was piloting. Seems she was forced
to make an emergency landing near Giru (Nth.Qld) becanse of bad
weather. Thank God the kids weren't with her.

CASA issued a preliminary report, citing pilot error: Judy was fly-
ing a singlé éngine aircraft in IFR {instrument flight rating) mndm,pus
while only having abtained a VER (visual flight mhngj

pustcrash&mwashkrl}_r _ h
Al undwlnjmed,

Week.

Handle every stressful situation

like a dog does.
If you can't eat it or hump it!! -
Piss on it and walk away.



Parties. December is not only the month of love,
sharing and gift-giving, but also the month when

people party most. The following pages will prove...
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